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You are cordially invited attend the 20th annual 
meeting the National Council Family Relations which 
will held the University Oregon campus August 
20-23, 1958. Send your reservations requests for further 
information Theodore Johannis, Jr. 209 Common- 
wealth Hall, University Oregon, Eugene, Oregon. 


The fifth consecutive summer program family life 
education being offered Central Washington College 
Education July 17-August 16, 1958. Ruth Osborne, 
Family Life Education Teacher, Hindale Township High 
School, Hinsdale, Illinois, will visiting professor for 
the program. 


research project Juvenile Delinquency being 
undertaken members the Sociology Department, 
Washngton State College. One part the study will analyze 
the impact permissive attitudes parents toward anti- 
social behavior variable juvenile delinquency. Pro- 
fessor Ivan Nye serving project leader, and as- 
sisted Professors John Lillywhite, James Short, Vernon 
Davies, and graduate assistants Evelyn MacDougal and 
Edgar "pps. 


Lester Kirkendall, Professor Family Life Ore- 
gon State College, will attend the World Family Congress 
Paris June 16-21 representative the National 
Council Family Relations and the American Institute 
for Family Relations. Mrs. Kirkendall will also participate 
the sessions. Kirkendall will attend conference “The 
Parent and the Teacher” Paris following the above 
meeting. England, Kirkendall will guest lecturer 
Reading University the topic “Family Life Education 
Movement the United States” August and 25. 
The addresses will part program sponsored the 
National Marriage Guidance Council England. Kirken- 
dall, who sabbatical leave this year from OSC, re- 
cently made six-week tour educational institutions 
Mexico and midwestern and southwestern United States, 
where conferred with leaders family life teaching 
and research programs. 


The Family Life Scholarship offered annually the 
Washington Congress Parents and Teachers part 
their Program Scholarships for Pre-Teaching Educa- 
tion has been awarded Mrs. Lorene Walker, Teacher 
West Valley High School Yakima. 


new series classes called “Parenthood Free 
Nation”, for parents children all ages, was presented 
Tuesday evenings through April and May the Ad- 
ministrative and Service Center Family Life Education 
Seattle Public Schools. provided opportunity not only 
for study content, using titles such “How Gain 
Feeling Adequacy”, “Values and Goals”, “Exploring 
Problems”, “Adjusting Change Ourselves and Our 
Children”, and “Our Community and the World”, but 
indicated ways solving these problems. Billy Fogg, 
was the instructor, assisted Frances Smith and Elaine 
Smith, staff members Family Life Education. This was 
the fifth time this type class has been given the Family 
Life Education program. 


Ivan Nye has received grant from the College Com- 
mittee Research the State College Washington for 
the expansion his research project employed mothers. 


Katherine Read and two assistants from Oregon State 
College will provide workshop for nursery school 
teachers Portland from June 23-27. This daily observa- 
tion followed discussion experience for teachers being 
sponsored the Adult Family Life Education Division 
the Portland Public Schools through the cooperation 
the State Home Economics Education Department. En- 
rollment will limited. For further information call Bel- 
mont write Marie Rousseau, 515 N.E. 15th, 
Portland. 


Saturday, May 17, state-wide workshop for officers 
and interested people Cooperative Nursery Schools was 
held Portland Westminster Presbyterian Church. The 
program focused administrative organization and the 
imortance and function officers. 
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SOME OBSERVATIONS FAMILY LIFE EDUCATION THE SECONDARY LEVEL 


SMITH 


Renton, Washington High School 


Family life education continues grow important 
part the secondary school curriculum, and seems 
worthwhile for educators the field report their prog- 
ress, delineate their difficulties, and offer suggestions for 
improvement instruction. This would stimulate other 
instructors formulate their thinking these matters and 
create pool information for the use state and na- 
tional organizations outlining future objectives and 
standards. proposed here outline the history and 
the content Family Life course large secondary 
school and evaluate terms its own objectives, 
public criticisms, and student appraisal. 

Family Living was introduced the curriculum the 
Renton, Washington High School September, 1948, 
compulsory subject for the twelfth grade. clear that 
the impetus for the introduction this course was increas- 
ing recognition state education officials and school ad- 
ministrators the need for formal instruction this area 
human relations. 

year later, the spring and summer 1949, limited 
but concerted community resistance the course resulted 
town meeting where parents, school officials, and inter- 
ested parties discussed the course. The resistance appears 
have revolved about the following arguments: (1) The 
home should the source for the information included 
the course, (2) Morality best dealt with religious 
training, (3) Frank and open discussions sexual infor- 
mation may encourage promiscuity. should empha- 
sized that the majority people present this meeting 
gave vote approval the course. However, result 
the meeting, committee laymen was appointed for- 
mulate future policies pertaining the course and exer- 
cise censorship all text books used the class. inter- 
esting note that the class instructor was not member, 
even advisory capacity, this committee. More un- 
fortunate, however, the fact that the policies instruc- 
tion and organization outlined the lay-committee 
1950 have not been reviewed revised, and school officials 
have continued operation the course accordance with 
these policies. 

The more relevant features the policy outlined the 
lay-committee January 27, 1950 are: 


“The course shall elective and run for one semester, 
operated mixed class.” 
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“The following topics shall not part the course: 
Information details pertaining coitus 
Approval masturbation 


Approval discussion homosexual relations 


Discussion religious interpretations pertaining 
any phase the course 
Discussion any type which would have tendency 
approve advocate divorce 
Birth control and contraceptives 


Approval pre-marital extra-marital sexual rela- 
lations. 


All textbooks and reference books used this course must 
meet the requirements the specifications above, they 
are used students. the teacher feels that large 
part certain book has material needed the course 
she may request that the objectionable material removed 
from the textbook.” 


September, 1956, apparently response increas- 
ing curriculum pressure, the class was opened students 
the tenth and eleventh grades. The one-semester course 
offered elective both boys and girls. There are 
prerequisites and the group extremely heterogeneous 
terms academic preparation. 

Present topics for instruction used this author in- 
clude: (1) the family society, (2) choosing marriage 
partner, (3) adjustments marriage, (4) principles 
genetics, (5) prenatal development and birth, (6) parent- 
hood and (7) understanding the These topical 
units require from two three weeks the average for 
presentation the materials. The lecture technique used 
almost exclusively with assigned readings from variety 
texts; however, Henry Bowman, Marriage for 
Evelyn Duvall and Reuben Hill, When You and 
Amram Scheinfeld, The New You and Heredity,* are used 
most extensively. 

The school curriculum also includes year course 
elementary psychology for twelfth graders, and semester 
course consumer economics for grades ten, eleven and 
twelve. Both these courses help considerably remove 

course syllabus available from the author request. 

Third Edition, New York: McGraw-Hill, 1954. 


Revised Edition, Boston: Heath, 1953. 
Fourth Edition, New York: Lippincott, 1950. 


the pressure provide these topics the Family Living 

reasonable assumption, based current enroll- 
ment figures, that approximately one-half every gradu- 
ating class, beginning this year, will have included this 
course their program. This hardly comparable the 
100 per cent was hoped would have the course when 
was originally included the curriculum. The enrollment 
figures reveal another interesting fact: girls constitute 
slightly more than per cent the total school enroll- 
ment whereas boys constitute slightly more than per cent 
the class enrollment both semesters. This would seem 
indicate that students regard the subject more aca- 
demic offering than subject having limited interest 
for one sex the other. 


Student Evaluation the Course 


questionnaire was prepared and administered the 
class the end the first semester 1957-58, order 
learn something about student evaluation the course. 
The students were asked not make their identity known 
their papers. The items were arranged random order 
and several were included measures internal consist- 
ency. Some the items were designed elicit “yes” 
“no” response, some “force” response from several 
choices, while the rest allowed for “free” response. 

For the purposes this paper, the questionnaire re- 
sponses may classified into three areas: (1) Personal 
Factors, (2) Home Factors, and (3) Class Related Atti- 
tudes. Ninety the members the class were present 
the day the questionnaire was given. 

The results this questionnaire show that the “typical” 
class member the twelfth grade, seventeen years old, 
not planning attend college, works earn money for 
things the parent cannot “afford” and neither engaged 
nor going steady. Seventeen the ninety students were 
going steady, four were engaged and one was married. 

Responses questions relating home factors are in- 
teresting. The families these students are not unusually 
mobile despite the fact that the community-at-large has 
large transient population resulting from the fluctuating 
fortunes large aircraft industry the area. Their 
families enjoy average above average income (de- 
fined $4500 per year), probably because both parents 
are working. Though the majority these students work, 
they buy items their parents cannot (or will not?) 
purchase. The parents have high degree marital stabil- 
ity; the students see them sharing about equally deci- 
sions and maintaining relatively democratic home 
atmosphere through the process family discussions 
family problems. Moreover, the majority the students 
regard their home “happy.” Those who did not report 
not feel close their parents. 


The study reflects lack feeling close the parents, 
characteristic well known typical the adolescent 
years. becomes important, seems here, only 
combination with other factors such divorce, feeling 
distrusted and inability discuss sexual matters with 
either parent. 

low degree church attendance evidenced the 
questionnaire results. response the question, “Do you 
church least times year?”, fifty-one per cent 
the students replied, “No.” This question has direct 
personal reference and cannot assumed indicate the 
church attendance other members the family. 

The students are definitive their expressions class 
related attitudes. large majority (70 per cent) report 
parental approval family life education the public 
schools. Furthermore, the students indicate they are mo- 
tivated learn something about the subject. changing 
ideas increasing understanding indicative learn- 
ing, some report learning success spite low motivation. 

The physiological differences between the sexes are dealt 
with the unit “adjustments marriage.” This topic 
constitutes about one twenty-eighth the course material. 
interesting, therefore, that large number students 
specifically mention “sex and reproduction” the topic 
they learned the most about. Prenatal development and 
heredity were the topics mentioned next most frequently 
this regard. Twenty the students reported they could 
not discuss sex with either their parents. these twenty 
students, seventeen report that the topic they learned most 
about this class was sex and reproduction. obvious 
omission this study was the failure determine how 
many those who reported they could discuss sex with 
both parents actually did so. 

The student who feels uncomfortable the class because 
the presence the opposite sex atypical. This appears 
function age and grade level. 

The students appear feel more could learned the 
same material were covered over school year rather than 
semester. This may related the number who feel the 
class too hard for tenth graders. About per cent the 
members each grade level regard the class too hard 
for the tenth grade. 

The students are quite mature their attitude concern- 
ing the marital status the teacher. There are those, how- 
ever, who would prefer married woman. Even among 
members the faculty and school administration there 
preference for married instructor. 

The students report favorably the lecture technique, 
though not common their experience this high 
school. Those who found the text reading too hard were the 
only ones report the reading assignments unenjoyable. 

The responses relevant feelings about the teacher re- 
flect some adolescent confusions. Eight students indicated 
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they could discuss intimate problem with the teacher 
the same time they reported they felt the teacher did 
not like them. seems unlikely they would really discuss 
intimate problems with someone they felt did not like them. 

The responses the question other classes would 
help you this class?” indicate that students in- 
clude this class with other sciences. The author believes 
that family life educators should foster the close associa- 
tion with biology well the other sciences mentioned. 


Discussion 


unlikely that the parents the students whose atti- 
tudes are reported here were among the critics this class 
the town meeting However, the pertinence 
those criticisms may fairly appraised view the find- 
ings here. Since the original policies the lay committee 
have never been reviewed revised, one must presume 
they are still regarded relevant and effective. 

First, that the home should the source such infor- 
mation academic question. However, the evidence 
here clearly indicates that not fulfilling this function, 
and that majority parents approve the public school 
assuming the task. Even all the parents were eager 
give instruction this area, those students (almost per 
cent) who not feel close their parents would probably 
not accept such instruction from them. equal number 
students report inability discuss intimate matters 
with both parents. not clear whether this because 
the parents. Nevertheless, does indicate maladjustment 
the interpersonal relationships within the home. Fur- 
thermore, even where the students report close relation- 
ships with the parents, they still regard sexual informa- 
tion the topic learned most about the class. The 
author, though perhaps biased, regards the classroom 
treatment given this topic elementary scope. 

Second, that morality matter best dealt with relig- 
ious training accepted face value. Whether not their 
families attend church often, the majority these students 
not. would seem that moral training effec- 
tive the formation attitudes, should acquired 
before the adolescent years. 

Finally, the fear that frank and open discussion sexual 
information might encourage promiscuity has not been 
evaluated here. However, questionable that informa- 
tion substituted for ignorance has ever aggravated social 
problem. 

The family life course offers comprehensive coverage 
topics relevant the home and the individual’s role 
the family. Under the semester plan, necessary 
choose between superficial coverage these topics and 
heavy demands upon the students. 
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The nature the subject makes unusually susceptible 
critical observation and comment the community. 
The restrictions placed upon the class the policies 
lay committee seem represent fears rather than realistic 
efforts accomplish high level instruction. Many stu- 
dents have inquired the author why pages are missing 
from the text books. difficult develop wholesome at- 
titudes about any subject the community regards 
unwholesome, part, that requires censorship. Such 
procedures stimulate morbid curiosity rather than sin- 
cere searching for the truth. 

The tenth grade student poses problem, since socially 
and emotionally the majority this age are not ready 
consider the many implications marriage. these, usu- 
ally just beginning dating patterns, marriage not 
immediate objective. 

The course, presently offered, cannot other than 
limited value the average student. semester course, 
each the grade levels from seven twelve, distributed 
for content follows, would seem offer more adequate 
instruction. 

Sex education should precede puberty, certainly later 
than grades seven and eight. Students junior high school 
level are intellectually able handle physiological facts 
well any other factual subject. This instruction should 
include differences between the sexes and information rele- 
vant pregnancy and birth. The development mature 
attitudes toward sexual matters best done before the 
need arises. Many young people must struggle with the 
changes adolescence they also seek understand 
these changes. 

the ninth and tenth grades, when interest dating 
highest, emphasis should placed upon the demands 
the masculine-feminine roles. The social amenities should 
considered and the positive aspects dating practices 
and experiences emphasized. 

the student could approach the eleventh twelfth 
grade with comprehensive instruction the foregoing 
areas, would ready consider the greater implica- 
tions marriage. The place the family the social 
order, family economics, interpersonal relationships, and 
parental attitudes should the scope senior study. 


The Portland Council Cooperative Nursery Schools 
starting quarterly Newsletter, scheduled for February, 
April, September, and November. This planned 
medium for exchanging ideas and procedures the 
various cooperative nursery schools Portland, and will 
aid presenting the aims and goals the pre-school child 
program the public. Further information can ob- 


tained from Mrs. Ruth 4930 Drive, 
Portland. 


FAMILY LIFE EDUCATION THE KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


Public Schools Kansas City, Missouri 


Family life education was formally introduced into the 
Kansas City, Missouri Public Schools 1930 when the 
Kansas City Council Parent-Teachers Associations re- 
quested the Board Education add professional per- 
son the school staff assist the P.T.A.’s with their 
parent education program. 1944 Department Fam- 
ily Life Education was organized department the 
Instructional Division. Later, this was transferred the 
Division Practical Arts. 

time has gone on, many changes have been made. 
Children and youth well parents have been included. 
the present time, instruction organized basis oc- 
curs chiefly two age levels, extensive parent education 
program, and course Marriage and Family Living 
which offered high school seniors. this discussion 
attention will given these areas. must not for- 
gotten, however, that much effective instruction home 
and family living integrated into the daily teaching 
the elementary classroom and many courses the high 
school. Special mention should made homemaking 
which family-centered its emphasis. 


Parent Education Classes 


Kansas City, has been our aim provide organ- 
ized educational program which will help parents better 
understand and appreciate the growth, needs, and interests 
the various members the family. emphasizes the 
adults the family well the children. concerned 
with the quality relationships within the home and the 
community. aims promote feelings confidence and 
faith oneself and others. 

Since each family democratic society must deter- 
mine its own pattern living within acceptable frame- 
work, advice-giving regard child rearing carefully 
avoided. one can tell parents how bring children 
what any specific instance. Our parent educa- 
tion program has stressed this philosophy. have aimed 
help mothers and fathers gain knowledge, insight, and 
vision which will real value them day-to-day 
living with their family. 

this city, parent education cooperative program 
sponsored the P.T.A. and the schools. Study discussion 
groups are organized the preschool, grade school, and 
high school level the appropriate parent-teacher associ- 


ation. All promotion, publicity, and hospitality arrange- 
ments for these classes the responsibility the P.T.A. 
The educational aspects the program the responsibil- 
ity the Department Family Life Education the 
schools. During the 1957-58 school year there were forty- 
three classes preschool parents, sixty-six classes ele- 
mentary school parents, and nine classes high school 
parents which met regularly for series seven twelve 
sessions each. Approximately 7,000 parents were enrolled. 

Programs are planned with the class members fit the 
needs each group. However, has been found that 
profitable most instances for the educational leader 
have some very definite and worthwhile general ideas 
suggest each group. For instance, the planning ses- 
sions for preschool parents for 1958-59, the following 
themes were proposed possibilities for study: 


Constructive Experiences for Preschoolers 
Stimulating the Preschool Child’s Growth 
Living Day Day with the Preschooler 

Discipline, Way Life 

Children Must Creative 

Parents People 


Much attention also given the school instructional 
program and its relationship child growth and behavior. 
This one avenue through which better understanding 
between parents and teachers, home and school, can 
promoted. 

has been further noted that flexibility important 
since, frequently, needs and interests change after the 
class organized. Educational leadership provided 
group qualified discussion group leaders who have 
broad, general educational background and who are es- 
pecially trained parent education philosophy, goals, 
methods, and subject matter. These leaders are selected 
and assigned the Director Family Life Education. 
They are employed part-time basis the School 
District. The program financed means fees, state 
and federal funds. 

The basic method discussion. Many devices and tech- 
niques which will promote learning are used, such as: 
buzz sessions, panels, forums, films, skits, role-playing, 
observation children and family life, case material, 
situation analysis, records, and reports printed mate- 
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rial. Resource persons, “experts”, are used from time 
time. 

There are many satisfactions and successes which are 
part program that receives support from the school 
administration and parents. Space too limited con- 
sider these this time. 

There are difficulties, too, which must faced from 
year year procedures and programs are evaluated. 
Only three these will listed here and they are prob- 
ably the three questions that every conscientious parent 
educator sometimes asks himself. 


What are the best methods discovering the most 
important needs any group any one time? 


How can more people, whom think might find the 
program valuable, encouraged attend? 


What are the best methods helping people learn 
ways which will result bringing about more 
helpful attitudes towards and relationships with chil- 
dren and other family members? 


Perhaps problems such those above which spur 
greater efforts. During the 1958-59 school year, 
different technique will tested (at least different 
for us). Group members will encouraged, after each 
session, invite two three neighbors not enrolled the 
parent education class for coffee and then informally in- 
clude their conversation some the most important 
ideas that were discussed the larger group. con- 
ceivable that, least some instances, real critical anal- 
ysis and evaluation might promoted and some construc- 
tive thinking done. This may way reaching some 
who not care attend organized class. 

1955 Parent Education Handbook was compiled 
and printed for use the Kansas City program. Copies 
may obtained from the Curriculum Department, Kansas 
City Public Schools, Library Building, 9th and Locust, 
Kansas City, Missouri with the payment fifty cents. 


Family Life Education For Youth 


Seniors our high schoois are offered full-year course, 
which meets daily, Marriage and Family Living. Our 
objectives for these students are five-fold. want our 
young people: 


useful, happy members the family which 
they live the present time. This means must help 
them gain some insight concerning themselves and 
their needs, and their relationships with their parents. 


grow socially order that they may better able 
get along comfortably and satisfactorily with their 
peers both sexes. This means must help them 
acquire certain skills and knowledge which make for 
adequate functioning various social situations. 
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able eventually establish successfully, homes 
their own and develop into adults who will grow 
stature and wisdom. 


develop wholesome and enlightened attiutde to- 
ward children which will enable them provide 
atmosphere which their children may gradually 
grow toward maturity. 


understand, some degree, the principles gov- 
erning good mental health and constructive relation- 
ships within the family and between the home and 
the community; acquire some knowledge the 
nature and reasons for conflict within the home 
and the community, and find ways and means 
coping with conflict. 


Toward these goals, course study has been devel- 
oped and includes eight general units.* These are: 
The Teenager and His Family 
Social Relationships During the Teen Years 
Looking Towards Marriage 
Marriage and Establishing Home 
Family Finances 
Parenthood and Guidance Children the Family 
Families the Community 


The Family Today 


selecting methods activities designed promote 
learning this field, imperative keep mind that 
always have two-fold goal: 


Boys and girls need learn useful facts and acquire 
knowledge. 

Boys and girls, our efforts are effective, must 
develop constructive attitudes and high standards 
which will reflected fine behavior. 


Feelings, understandings, and motivations toward help- 
ful ways living must involved. Teacher personality 
qualifications, and teaching techniques are important, 
not more so, than facts memorized. Student participa- 
tion all along the way essential. 

Kansas City teachers have been selected the basis 
general academic background social science, psycholo- 
gy, homemaking education. They must well-adjusted, 
emotionally mature people who enjoy other people and 
who get along well with others, commanding respect from 
students and faculty alike. They must appreciate the values 
home and family encouraging optimum personality 
development, able exercise good judgment the se- 

revised edition the Teachers’ Guide for the Course Mar- 
riage and Family Living will available September, 1958. may 


ordered from the Curriculum Department, Kansas City Public 
Schools, Library Building, 9th and Locust, Kansas City, Missouri. 


lection subject matter, student activities, and in-class 
discussion. They must appreciate and value diversity 
family living patterns rather than believing there only 
one right way. 

Techniques used are designed help students think 
through their interests and concerns, analyze, ask 
why, develop ideas and make decisions. Films, skits, 
discussions, and records are used. Students are encouraged 
seek, and critically examine, information and ideas from 
books, other persons, newspaper articles and magazine 
advertisements. They make posters and develop real-life 
projects such surveying neighborhood determine 
whether not good place buy home and bring 
family. 

course, Kansas City, like any other place, has prob- 
lems. difficult find suitable teachers. Not all princi- 
pals and teachers are enthusiastic their support 
course which off the traditional pathway. hard 
discuss effective ways and means reaching each boy and 
girl enrolled. Married students are not interested dis- 
cussions about dating while some their interests are not 
pertinent, far the single boys and girls are concerned. 
Large classes, inadequate classroom space, and working 


exhibit space may stifling. Our most recent obstacle 
has developed this year the form the Russian Sputnik, 
which has resulted great demand for mathematical and 
scientific education and doing away with the so-called 
frills.” 


Those who are concerned with education the 
human relations field must ever seek effective ways em- 
phasizing the need for fitness social relationships well 
fitness science and mathematics. know how 
build home and family life which refuge from the 
strains and stresses our complicated and tense way 
living, and able develop way living within the 
home which conducive encouraging the creative and 
peculiar abilities each person the family circle, 
fundamental the maintenance our sanity and the 
avoidance national suicide. one thing discover 
how break atom. something entirely different 
discover what keeps families together and functioning 
adequately whole unit. what value are scientific 
giants who are moral pygmies? Family life education 
every age level, from kindergarten through parenthood, 
not the only answer but contributing factor de- 
veloping healthy family life for tomorrow. 


NATIONAL COUNCIL FAMILY RELATIONS 
Annual Conference—August 20-23, 1958 
University Oregon, Eugene, Oregon 
THEME: MARRIAGE, THE FAMILY AND THE NCFR 1938-1978 
GENERAL SESSIONS 


Wednesday 


“Today’s Family 1978,” Aaron Rutledge 
Vice President NCFR 


Thursday 
“Today’s Family 1978 Seen Others,” 
panel discussion 
Reuben Hill, University Minnesota 
Troy Strong, Minister, Seattle Skyway Methodist Church 
Irving DeBlanc, Director, Bureau, National 


Catholic Family Welfare Conference 


Donald Brieland, Director, Elizabeth McCormick 
Memorial Fund 


Friday 
“The Measurement Marital Satisfaction,” 
symposium including: 
Schalock, Oregon State College 
Rollins, University Oregon 
Johannis, Jr., University Oregon 
Owen Morgan, Merrill-Palmer School 
Nathan Hervitz, University Southern California 


Saturday 

“Personal Values, Professional Ideologies, and 
Family Specialists,” 

Gerald Leslie, Purdue University 


SECTION MEETINGS 


Section meetings held Thursday, Friday and Saturday will deal with the following topics: Education for Marriage 
and Family Living the Schools, Education for Marriage and Family Living the Colleges, Counseling, Religion and 
the Family, Research, Parent Education, Cooperative Nursery Schools, Education for Marriage and Family Living 
the Community. 


SEND YOUR RESERVATION REQUEST FOR FURTHER INFORMATION TO: 


Theodore Johannis, Jr. 209 Commonwealth Hall University Oregon Eugene, Oregon 


the coordinator 
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ATTITUDES COLLEGE STUDENTS TOWARD PREMARITAL SEX EXPERIENCE 


ALFRED AND SHIPMAN 


University Wisconsin, Milwaukee 


The major purpose this study was find what atti- 
tudes young people—students attending state university 
the Midwest, particular—hold toward premarital sex 
relations. More specifically, the study was designed 
seek answers the following questions: (1) What are the 
attitudes young people toward premarital sex relations 
with their anticipated marital partners and with others? 
(2) Are the expressed attitudes young people toward 
premarital sex relations influenced their having had 
this experience? (3) What motivates young people hav- 
ing premarital sex relations? (4) What effect does pre- 
marital sexual intercourse have couple’s relationship? 
(5) What are the reasons young people give for refraining 
from premarital relations? 


The data presented were obtained anonymous 
questionnaire given unmarried students enrolled in- 
troductory and advanced courses sociology and social 
work the University Wisconsin-Milkaukee the 
fall semester 1957. The questionnaire was given 182 
students regular class session. assure anonymity, 
each student was instructed deposit his questionnaire 
sealed box provided for this purpose. The questionnaire 
was completed all the students, men and 122 
women. 


The students ranged age from 30, with aver- 
age age 20.5; the men were the average about 
months older than the women. 

Almost one-third the students reported having pre- 
marital sex relations. One-half the men and almost one- 
fifth the women said they had engaged premarital sex 
intercourse. 


Analyses the data the courtship status the stu- 
dents the time their premarital sex experience showed 
that the women had had premarital sex relations only with 
men with whom they were going steady whom they 
were engaged the time. The respective percentages were 
and 18. contrast, only slightly more than half the 
men who reported having premarital sex intercourse said 
the girls they had relations with were their “steady” (36 
per cent) engagement partners (18 per cent). These 
percentages would seem indicate that women, more 
than men, tend limit their premarital sex experience 
their anticipated marital 


The authors wish express their appreciation their col- 
league, Dr. Donald Everson, for his careful reading the manuscript 
and helpful suggestions. 

For review past studies the incidence premarital sex 
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Analyses the data showed that the women had gone 
the time they first engaged premarital sexual inter- 
course. The men had gone steady for less than half that 
before they engaged premarital relations. The average 
length engagement first occurrence premarital sex 
intercourse was 7.5 months for both sexes. 


The incidence premarital sex intercourse was higher 
for students who attended church infrequently, whatever 
their religious affiliation, than for students who attended 
regularly. those who attended church less than once 
month, over per cent had engaged premarital sexual 
relations. contrast, those who attended one four 
times month more, less than per cent reported 
having had premarital sex experience. 


Incidence premarital sex intercourse showed sig- 
nificent relationship ordinal position the family 
source sex information. 

Respondents checked the average, three major 
sources sex information. Most frequently mentioned 
both sexes were: (1) “books, pamphlets, and other reading 
material” (2) “friends and playmates” and (3) “parent 
the same sex” that 

The question arises: Are young people who engage 
premarital relations more likely evaluate their early sex 
education “inadequate” than those who not? Our 
data showed apparent relationship. However, was 
noteworthy that almost per cent the students our 
sample felt that their sex education had been inadequate. 
For example, one student wrote: 


“As child and teen-ager, sex education was far 
from adequate. had little knowledge conception, 
intercourse, birth. Only the last two years have 
gained any real knowledge.” 


Another commented: 


“My first explanation sex frightened me; and 
wasn’t entirely straightened out the subject until about 
seven years later. knew one who could sensibly 
answer questions wanted to. The subject has always 
been rather hushed laughed our family.” 


intercourse with future marital partners and others, see Ernest 


Burgess, and Paul Wallin, Engagement and Marriage. New York: 
Lippincott, 1953, pp. 322-330. 

answer the question, “In your opinion, from what source 
should one receive most his sex information?” the overwhelming 


majority the students wrote “one’s parents.” 


Another wrote: 


parents never really gave any sex information, 
yet they expected know about sex. got in- 
formation from home nursing and child care course 
and books. These sources, feel, are not enough.” 


The respondents were asked the question: What moti- 
vates young people having premarital sex relations? 
The reasons most frequently given the men were: (1) 
satisfaction sexual desire (35 per cent), (2) love and 
fact that person was also anticipated marital partner (22 
per cent), (3) curiosity (14 per cent) and (4) heavy 


petting (13 per cent). One student wrote: 


was common desire and need for each other. 
plan marry the future anyhow and felt the frustra- 
tion putting off was not worth the effort. This was the 
first time for both us.” 


Another commented: 


“Being male from not too good neighborhood, was 
young age under the impression that was the thing 
do. Ridicule didn’t have sex experience was prob- 
ably the reason for the first few sex experiences had.” 


One man stated was motivated, part, “fear 
impotency.” wrote: 


wanted because strong fear impotency— 
that partly and partly because merely desired and 
partly achieve some culmination plateau were 
the relationship.” 


The reasons most frequently given the women were: 
(1) love and fact that person was also anticipated marital 
partner (50 per cent), (2) wish satisfy partner (14 per 
cent), (3) heavy petting (12 per cent) and (4) fear 
losing partner did not cooperate (10 per cent). One 
woman wrote: 


“When look back, think might have been because 
fear losing the fellow was going with. was the 
first boy really fell love with. (This happened during 
the last semester last year high school). Maybe 
let happen hope would fall love with 
much fell for him.” 


This same woman added: 


more ways than one sorry are having rela- 
tions. It’s just that now have plans for marriage and 
it’s difficult stop.” 


She concluded stating: 


“Sometimes would just like able talk with 
someone very confidentially about premarital relations. 
Some people say right and others not. can really 
mix you up!” 


Another commented: 


“What motivated was what thought was love. Also 
curiosity and desire were runner-ups. After two and half 
years, your steady gets sick and tired hearing you say 
no, and you get kind tired refusing.” 


Another wrote: 


“Before started going with present boyfriend, 
had never had any sex experience any kind (no petting 
either). was quite shock when petting started and 
found hadn’t the will power fight it. never felt 
helpless life. boyfriend said since made 
unhappy would stop petting—there was much 
conflict that times would cry. But neither 
could control ourselves and eventually the petting led 
intercourse. Today, when couples can out unchap- 
eroned, problems this sort develop. only thought 
that don’t get pregnant and lose all the faith people have 
me.” 


What effect does premarital sex intercourse have 
couple’s relationship? seen Table half the stu- 
dents felt that the experience had strengthened their rela- 
tionship. The percentages for the men and women were 
and per cent respectively. 


TABLE 
JUDGMENT MEN AND WOMEN THE EFFECT 
PREMARTIAL SEX EXPERIENCE THEIR 


RELATIONSHIP 

Men Women 

Effect of Premarital Intercourse Per Cent Per Cent 
Weakened relationship 

Was factor subsequent 

100 


Roughly one woman five reported that premarital 
sexual intercourse had weakened the relationship. Slightly 
more than one woman seven felt that the experience was 
major factor their subsequent break-up with their 
partners. 

Forty per cent the men, contrast per cent 
the women, reported that the experience had had little 
effect their relationship. 

continued interest investigators our sexual 
mores are the reasons why young people, women par- 
ticular, refrain from premarital sex intercourse. Table 


TABLE 
PERCENTAGES MEN AND 100 WOMEN GIVING VARI- 
OUS REASONS FOR NOT HAVING ENGAGED 
PREMARITAL SEX RELATIONS* 


Men omen 
Reason Per Cent Per Cent 
Conditions did not 


Percentages total more than 100 because some students gave more 


than one reason. 
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shows the percentages men and women our study 
giving the indicated reason for having refrained from pre- 
marital 


will seen that over half (59 per cent) the women 
gave their reason for refraining from premarital sex 
experience “religious beliefs” want wait until 
married.” Men who had refrained from premarital sex 
relations also gave these the most common reasons for 
their chastity (44 per cent). 


The excerpts presented below express their own words 
why young people our study were refraining from pre- 
marital sex relations. 


Man: “First, unless you feel that the girl really the 
one you want, you would feel committed her and break- 
ing off the relationship would difficult, say the least. 
Second, there are only several years that you pass through 
which you are interested sexual relations for the 
personal thrill alone and you mature you will later be- 
come more objective.” 


myself future husband would wonder about 
past. want him respect me—how could 
allowed that! think since the sexual relationship sup- 
posed beautiful, should saved for marriage. 
This good reason itself. Assuming, however, 
left all other reasons behind, not want get preg- 
nant.” 


Man: “Although have more than enough desire, 
appears that have moral “mental block” and there- 
fore I’ve never lost control myself. engaged and 
the temptation seems great. But don’t think shall have 
any difficulty waiting because both want mar- 
riage start right, without any guilt feelings.” 


Woman: believe sexual relations should take place 
only inside the bonds marriage and think couples 
should not use the excuses “love” period 
time until marriage possible” for engaging sexual 
relations.” 


Attitudes premarital sex relations will vary, course, 
depending the type relationship with the other per- 
son. the present study, therefore, attempt was made 
ascertain students’ attitudes premarital intercourse 
specifically with prostitute, pickup, casual friend, 
close friend, and anticipated marital partner. The findings 
this study are presented Table 


Men were found more liberal than women their 
attitudes premarital sex relations with future spouses 
and others. 


The data presented Table indicate also that the 
expressed attitudes respondents seem influenced 
their having had premarital sex experience. That 
say, students who had premarital sex experience appeared 


also, Burgess and Wallin, op. cit., 344; Lemo Rock- 
wood, and Mary Ford., Youth, Marriage and Parenthood. 
New York: John Wiley Sons, 1945, 53; and Judson Landis 
and Mary Landis, Building Successful Marriage (2nd Ed.). 
New York: Prentice-Hall, 1953, 135. 
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TABLE 
ATTITUDES MEN AND 122 WOMEN PREMARITAL 
SEX RELATIONS DEPENDING TYPE RELA- 
TIONSHIP WITH OTHER PERSON 


Students Who Had Students Who Had Not 


Premarital Had Premarital 
Would you object to having Relations Relations 
premarital sex relations with: Per Cent* Per Cent 

Yes Yes 


Yes Yes 


Percentages will not equal 100 because the “no responses” have 
been omitted. 


less likely object having relations with their future 
marriage partners and others than those who had not had 
premarital experience. 


the same time, was noteworthy that almost two- 
thirds (64 per cent) the women who had premarital sex 
intercourse would object having sex relations with their 
“steady” and almost half (45 per cent) would object 
having relations with their engagement partner. The cor- 
responding percentages for the men were and per 
cent. would appear, therefore, that many the re- 
spondents who had engaged premarital sex relations— 
women, particular—regretted having done so. For 
example, one woman wrote: 


had sexual relations only once—it left with 
feeling disgust. received enjoyment thrill what- 
soever. didn’t bring any closer (we had already 
made plans for marriage). The effect was quite bad 
both us. For some time cried continuously and 
avoided seeing him. think was glad did avoid seeing 
him.” 


This same woman added: 


certainly can’t find any justification for premarital 
sex experience all!” 


Another woman who kad engaged sex relations with her 
“steady” wrote: 


“On part, sexual experiences were mistakes 
failings. not intend repeat these mistakes (Our 
relationship was later broken) believe that marriage 
built respect and love, will try very hard win 
both from future husband.” 


Another commented: 


“As far concerned, I’m sorry ever made 
mistake and wish had not happened. We’re both trying 
make for now.” 


One woman who had sex intercourse with her engagement 
partner wrote: 


“Never again”! She then added: “It hard wait for 
long, but then it’s worth wait. Oh, don’t know, 


wish did!” 
Another wrote: 


“After having one sexual experience, feel that any 
relations outside marriage should strictly taboo be- 
cause times out something that was beau- 
tiful partnership ends disaster.” 


man wrote: 


“At present, engaged but will not have any rela- 
tions with her now because know morally wrong 
and would like wait for our marriage before having 
any relations. The girl engaged present the 
one had relations with but both have different out- 
look now and know were wrong for doing it.” 


The final excerpt was written young man. wrote: 


“In case, the initial wonderful satisfaction sex 
relations came before marriage. feel that ideally 
best wait until you are married. And were 
begin again, would definitely wait until marriage.” 


conclusion, recapitulation the findings this 
study shows the following: 


(1) Almost one-third the respondents our sample 
reported having premarital sex relations. Half the men 
and almost one-fifth the women said they had engaged 
premarital sexual intercourse. 


(2) Women, more than men, tended limit their pre- 
marital sex experience their anticipated marital part- 
ners. 


(3) The average length engagement first occurrence 
premarital sex intercourse was 7.5 months for both 
sexes. 

(4) The incidence premarital sex intercourse was 
higher for students who attended church infrequently, 
whatever their religious than for those who 
attended regularly. 


(5) Incidence premarital sex intercourse showed 
significant relationship ordinal position the family 
source sex information. 


(6) The reasons most frequently given the men for 
engaging premarital sex relations were: satisfaction 
sexual desire, love and fact that person was also 
anticipated marital partner, curiosity and heavy 
petting, that order. 


(7) The reasons most frequently given the women 
were: love and fact that person was also anticipated 
marital partner, wish satisfy partner, heavy pet- 
ting and fear losing partner did not cooperate, 
that order. 


(8) Half the respondents who had engaged pre- 
marital sex relations felt that the experience had strength- 
ened their relationship. 


(9) Slightly more than one woman seven felt that the 
experience was major factor their subsequent break-up 
with their partners. 


(10) Forty per cent the men, contrast per cent 
the women, reported that the experience had had little 
effect their relationship. 


(11) Over half the women gave their reason for re- 
fraining from premarital sex experience “religious beliefs” 
want wait until married.” Men who had refrained 
from premarital sex relations also gave these the most 
common reasons for their chastity. 


(12) Men appeared more liberal than women their 
attitudes premarital sex relations with future spouses 
and others. 


(13) The expressed attitudes respondents toward pre- 
marital sex relations seem associated with having had 
premarital sex experience. 


(14) Lastly, although one third the respondents our 
study had engaged premarital sex intercourse, many 
them, women particular, regretted having done so. 


The Family Life Education Division the Seattle Public 
Schools offered telecourse for parents preschool chil- 
dren over Channel KCTS-TV entitled “Speak 
Children” which was telecast Thursdays from 9:30 
10:00 p.m., February through March 27. Child care 
and development information were presented parents 
preschool children. This program served training 
course for new mothers whose children join play groups. 
The course was designed help these mothers better un- 
derstand children’s behavior and obtain more skill 
working with young children, both home and the 
group. enrolling the course and completing certain 
written requirements, parents were able earn “Tele- 
cast Certificate Family Life Education.” 


Arthur Gravatt, Willamette University, has been ap- 
pointed member the Marion County Public Welfare 
Commission Governor Holmes. The appointment 
for six year term. Gravatt member the Home 
Service Committee the Marion County Chapter, Amer- 
ican National Red Cross. also program chairman for 
the Willamette Valley District, State Conference Social 


Welfare. 
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PARTICIPATION FATHERS, MOTHERS AND TEENAGE SONS 
AND DAUGHTERS SELECTED HOUSEHOLD TASKS* 


THEODORE JOHANNIS, JR. 


University Oregon 


The family has been infrequently studied work 
group especially regard the particular roles its 
members routine maintenance activities. Traditionally 
the American mother has been responsible for such house- 
hold tasks food preparation, cleaning and 
Fathers have been concerned with household repairs, and 
care the car and Recent literature the field 
the family suggests that participation household tasks 
today’s American Family frequently does not follow 
the traditional pattern 

discussion the participation sample fathers, 
mothers and their teenage sons and daughters eighteen 
household tasks presented below.* what extent does 
their participation follow the traditional pattern? The so- 
called modern equalitarian pattern, i.e., the active partici- 
pation the activities the several family members not 
traditionally responsible for doing them? 

The data were supplied 1027 high school sophomores 
non-broken white families Tampa, Florida the 
spring 1953. The median age fathers was 43.7 years, 
the mothers, 39.6 years and respondents 15.1 years. 
The fathers and mothers had been married median 
19.0 years and had median 2.2 children whom 
median 1.9 were still living home. The median educa- 
tion fathers was 9.1 years, mothers 8.9 years. One- 
half the fathers and one-half the mothers who worked 
were “blue collar” and service occupations. Seven out 
ten fathers and mothers had been reared the southeastern 
section the United States. All these families were 
either the pre-launching launching stages the family 
life cycle. 

can seen from study Table mothers played 


Author wishes express his appreciation the 
Brown Trust and the Graduate School the University Oregon 
for financial assistance the data analysis phase this study. 

Theodore Caplow, The Sociology Work, Minneapolis: Uni- 
versity Minnesota Press, 1954, 262. See also Sister Frances 
Woods, Cultural Values American Ethnic Groups, New York: 
Harper, 1956, pp. 247-248. 

Robert Blood, Jr., Anticipating Your Marriage, Glencoe, 
Illinois: The Free Press, 1955, 211. 

Ibid, 212. 

For discussion the participation members these same 
families other areas family activity see the author’s articles 
“Participation Fathers, Mothers and Teenage Sons and Daugh- 
ters Selected Economic Activity,” The Coordinator, (September, 
1957), pp. 15-16 and “Participation Fathers, Mothers and Teen- 
age Sons and Daughters Selected Child Care and Control Activ- 
The Coordinator, (December, 1957), pp. 31-32. 
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the central role carrying out the household tasks selected 
for study. However, their participation was not 100 per- 
cent any these tasks. tasks traditionally assigned 
women, their participation ranged from percent 
getting breakfast percent clearing the table after 
the main meal. those tasks which have long been the 
bailiwick men, their participation ranged from per- 
cent taking care the garbage and trash percent 
fixing broken things. 

Fathers participated tasks traditionally assigned 
them more frequently than did mothers. The range was 
from percent the fathers fixing broken things 
percent the fathers taking care garbage and trash. 
The range for mothers these same activities was from 
percent locking night percent fixing broken 
things. 

The proportion sons participating household tasks 
traditionally assigned men ranged from percent 
taking care the yard percent locking night. 
The proportion daughters participating these tasks 
ranged from percent taking care the garbage and 
trash percent fixing broken things. 

Teenage daughters were found participate far more 
frequently the so-called “female” household tasks than 
teenage sons. high percent the teenage daughters 
participated picking and putting away clothes 
low percent getting breakfast. This compares 
high participation percent teenage sons pick- 
ing and putting away clothes low percent 
mending clothes. 

household task traditionally assigned women 
did more fathers than daughters participate. least twice 
many daughters fathers participated each the 
household tasks traditionally assigned women. far 
greater proportion the mothers participated than teen- 
age sons tasks traditionally assigned women. 

one task traditionally assigned men, taking care 
the garbage and trash, more daughters than fathers 
participated. More teenage sons than mothers participated 
tasks traditionally assigned men. 

When one compares the participation mothers with 
that daughters one finds that the participation 
mothers far exceeds that her female offspring. There 
are few exceptions this however, e.g. nearly one third 
more the female offspring set the table for the main meal 
than did mothers. Roughly the same proportion the 


TABLE 


PER CENT FATHERS, MOTHERS AND TEENAGE SONS AND DAUGHTERS 


PARTICIPATING SELECTED HOUSEHOLD TASKS* 


1027 Non-Broken White Families) 


Shared Teenage Teenage 

Activity Father Mother Son Daughter 

Activity Per Cent Per Cent Per Cent Per Cent Per Cent 
60.2 18.1 82.0 38.5 78.0 
5.3 71.7 12.8 74.3 
46.4 5.8 51.6 27.0 76.9 
36.7 63.4 40.7 45.7 28.2 
36.1 4.7 49.2 28.6 72.2 
29.1 77.5 9.2 51.6 4.1 
29.1 9.4 74.2 13.4 39.8 
12. Takes care garbage and 28.8 27.5 25.1 66.0 33.3 
23.1 6.0 70.0 16.4 38.8 
20.4 3.2 88.8 27.5 
High 60.2 77.5 88.8 79.8 78.0 


* The items are listed in rank order according to the percentage of the families in which the activity was shared, i.e., usually participated in by two or more members 


of the family. 


mothers and the daughters cleared the table and did the 
dishes for the main meal. However, interesting note 
that more than twice many mothers daughters pre- 
pared the food for the meals. other words, daughters 
did the more quickly taught operations and operations 
which take less skill than did mothers. 

interesting note also that roughly equal pro- 
portion fathers and sons prepare breakfast but when 
comes setting the table, clearing the table and doing 
dishes, far more sons than fathers participated the opera- 
tion. this study, this pattern distribution was found 
true for most the household traditionally assigned 
the female members the family. 

One might raise question after careful examination 
Table concerned with the participation the household 
tasks the several family members. what extent does 
the modern child substitute for servant the family? 
Examination the type tasks where the participation 
children exceeds that parents leads one note that 
they are the simpler things, the things that would not take 
parent long teach. For example, children participate 
much more frequently setting and clearing the table and 
doing dishes than food preparation itself. For male 


children, participation the trash removal operation and 
cleaning the yard far exceeds participation fathers 
these activities. However, the more complex task 
the repair broken things around the home, the participa- 
tion fathers far exceeds that children. 

Further exploration needed test hypotheses which 
might developed about the idea that far household 
tasks go, the tasks which get little recognition value wise 
for parents are early relegated children and parents re- 
serve the right the more complex tasks those which 
either bring them greater recognition for being well done 
take considerable time and energy teach the younger 

rather distinct division responsibility among the 
several family members evidenced for the household 
tasks selected for examination this study. Only one task, 
picking and putting away clothes, was shared among 
two more family members more than one-half the 
families studied. 

general the participation fathers, mothers and their 
teenage offspring households tasks followed the tra- 
ditional sex division labor yesteryear. 
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THE FAMILY LIFE BOOKSHELF 
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When Russia launched Sputnik new game was intro- 
duced the American public—a game which proved 
fascinating that now second none popularity. The 
game called “Damn the American Schools” and may 
played anyone except educators, private public. 
first the game appeared innocuous; perhaps 
even offered healthful exercise. But widespread participa- 
tion this sport, now evident, carries threat fam- 
ily life education—a threat that should not lightly re- 


Part the game involves the selection “non-essen- 
tial” high school courses which should dropped favor 
more mathematics and science. One the recent play- 
ers the game Gray Flannel Suit expert, Sloan Wilson, 
who writes the March 24, 1958 issue Life. Mr. Sloan 
quotes one his team mates, Admiral Hyman Rickover. 
The admiral disapproves “such (high school) courses 
love and marriage” and says, “You can learn how 
make love outside school the good old-fashioned 
ways.” The same Life article quotes unidentified “junior 
high school teacher” who says that students are “flung into 
the morass excessive sex interest” presumably some 
the classroom work advocated family life educators. 


This sort thing gives added interest small book 
published the Royal Board Education Sweden, 
entitled Handbook Sex Instruction Swedish Schools. 
English translation the official Swedish statement 
concerning sex education, which compulsory Swedish 
The booklet obtainable from Fritzes Kungl. 
Hovbokhandel, Fredsgatan Stockholm 16, Sweden. 


few copies are available loan from the Brown 
Trust. 


Perhaps the most significant aspect the book its ad- 
herence the principle that too little knowledge about sex 
and related matters detrimental the welfare 
recommended that Swedish teachers include, appropri- 
ate age levels, discussion the venereal diseases, contra- 
ception, abortion, homosexuality, sterilization, impotence 
and frigidity. “It the school’s task,” the book states, “to 
provide unified course instruction sex which pays 
due attention both society’s demands the way in- 
dividual lives and the good the young people them- 
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selves—an instruction which also upbringing com- 
pleting that given the individual home.” 

this end, the book includes sample explanations and 
stories which the teacher may adapt her own use the 
lower grades, and much condensed factual information for 
teachers the upper grades. Teachers and parents the 
United States can profit much study the book whether 
not they are willing and ready undertake thorough 
job sex education outlined for Sweden. cer- 
tainly challenges the validity the idea that sex education 
“non-essential” and that young people should left 
their own devices acquiring knowledge and under- 
standing sex. 

Another new book which deserves reading everyone 
concerned with family life education Man and Wife. 
(Edited Emily Hartshorne Mudd and Aron Krich, 
Norton Co., New York, 1957.) This compilation 
lectures given course for senior medical students 
the University Pennsylvania under the title, “Family 
Attitudes and Sexual Behavior.” The facts that the lectures 
were for medical students and the book purportedly ad- 
dressed those interested counseling should not deter 
the lay reader the slightest. Anyone involved with family 
life education will find the book fascinating and stimulat- 
ing. One section which struck particularly valuable 
called “the Moral Climate Marriage” and consists 
three chapters specific religious points view with re- 
spect sex, marriage and divorce—Protestant, Catholic 
and Jewish. Again the merits cross-cultural study are 
demonstrated. 

the family life bookshelf discovered recently 
older volume which regret having overlooked hitherto. 
The discovery was made hint from Cora Bamford 
the Portland Child Guidance Clinic who wrote comment 
the article Dr. Goodrich Schauffler the January 
Ladies’ Home Journal which intrigued many Oregoni- 
ans. (The article worth looking up, you missed when 
was first published. It’s entitled “Today Could 
Your Daughter.”) Mrs. Bamford called our attention 
book George Stewart, who wrote Fire and Storm, 
entitled American Ways Life. (Doubleday and Co., Gar- 
den City, N.Y., 1954.) The section “Sex” sane, re- 
freshing commentary American sex ways viewed the 
light history, and the rest the book, although not 


specifically concerned with aspects family life educa- 
tion, helps the reader understand better the society 
which the American family exists. 

Limited space precludes more than favorable mention 
two other new books which family life educators should 
know. One Childhood and Adolescence—A Psychology 
the Growing Person, Joseph Stone and Joseph 
Church, Department Child Study, Vassar College. (Ran- 
dom House, New York, 1957.) Readable and interesting 
is, this for the serious student child development. 
The other The Psychology Sexual Emotion Vernon 
Grant, (Longmans Green Co., 1957) This little 
difficult because its eclecticism, and the basic concept 
the duality sexual emotion (aesthetic and biologic) 
not satisfactorily proved; but cannot ignored because 
opens area research and speculation hitherto 
largely neglected. 


The following were elected officers the Oregon 
Coordinating Council Social Hygiene and Family Life 
the annual business meeting held Portland May 
Adolph Weinzirl, Chairman; Arthur Gravatt, Vice Chair- 
man; Ralph Sullivan, Secretary-Treasurer; Members 
the Executive Committee: Marion Aikin, Conaway, 
Will Drum, Fern Fratzke, Don Beegle. 


Wallis Beasley, State College Washington, project 
leader study middle class alcoholics. One phase 
the study centered social and socio-psychological 
characteristics women. The study financed 
grant from funds set aside the Washington Legis- 
lature for research alcoholism. 
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